
Agenda Item #1 

RE:  City Council Agenda Item: 

  Tract I and Tract II 

  Extension of Remediation and Development Dates 

Council Members: 

In 2012, the City transferred Tract I and Tract II, consisting of 23 acres, to Brightfields 

Corporations. DEC-approved remediation of the sites has progressed.  The transfer agreement called for 

completion of the work and a final engineering report to be submitted by October 31, 2013. In 

September of 2013, the City Council extended the date for completion of the remediation work to 

March 17, 2014. The extension was requested to accommodate additional work which became 

necessary. 

An additional extension has been requested to complete the additional work on the site. Since 

the work is progressing under DEC monitoring, the extension should be granted. The extended date is 

for completion of the remediation is on or before November 1, 2014. If DEC approves a different date, 

the City will adopt the DEC approved date without further Council action.   

Within 18 months of completion of remediation, Brightfields will construct playground 

improvements costing a minimum of $250,000.00 on five acres of the Tract II property. That land will be 

conveyed back to the City to become a City Park. This park will replace the Center Court playground 

which became part of the HOPE VI housing development. Within 24 months of completion of the 

remediation, Brightfields will complete on Tract I or Tract II at least one aspect of the proposed 

development at a cost, exclusive of remediation, of at least $1.5 Million. 

Will the Council vote to approve the extended dates as set forth herein, with a remediation 

completion date of no later than November 1, 2014, which will also extend the park completion date to 

no later than May 1, 2016 and development completion date to no later than November 1, 2016, and to 

authorize the Mayor to execute any documents necessary to effectuate the same? 

 



Agenda Item #2 

 

SUBJECT: LETTER OF AWARD - 2014 SIDEWALK REPLACEMENTS AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS   
 

 The following is the result of bids received on March 13, 2014, for the above referenced project: 

 

   CONTRACTOR      BASE BID   

  Ventry Concrete Contracting    $418,950.00   

  1890 Pierce Avenue 

  Niagara Falls NY 14301 

  Yarussi Construction, Inc.    $439,000.00 

  Roman Construction Development   $527,325.00 

 It is the recommendation of the undersigned that this contract be awarded to the low bidder, Ventry Concrete 

Contracting in the amount of $418,950.00. Please note that this amount is funded by a combination of both CHIPS 

($200,000.00) and Casino Revenue ($218,950.00) sources. Funding is available in codes A5110.0200.0300.000 and 

H0621.2006.0621.0300.000 respectively. 

 

 Additionally, the Contractor has agreed to extend the unit prices of his bid to complete sidewalk replacements for 

the Niagara Falls Water Board, up to a not-to-exceed amount of $20,000.00, pending the execution of a standard inter-

agency agreement between the City and the Niagara Falls Water Board.  Therefore, the City of Niagara Falls will enter 

into a contract with Ventry Concrete Construction, Inc. for a total of 438,950.00 at this time. 

 

 Will the Council vote to so approve and authorize the Mayor to execute a contract for the City of Niagara Falls 

portion of this work, in a form acceptable to the Corporation Counsel? 

 



Agenda Item #3 

 

 

SUBJECT:  PIN 5757.09  LOCKPORT STREET  

  From Main Street to Seneca Avenue 

  CHANGE ORDER #2 

   

 

 The City of Niagara Falls entered into an agreement with Urban Engineers of New York, P.C., 403 

Main Street, Suite 530 Buffalo, NY, for design work for reconstruction of Lockport Street. The work was 

progressed by Urban to the final Design Report and we have been waiting for funding to be released. The 

State of New York through budget cuts downgraded the funding from a reconstruction project to a 

preservation project. Construction funds are now budgeted for 2016, but will be un-accessible unless the City 

revises the initial Design Report to match the new scope of work.  

 

 At this time, the City will extend the existing professional service agreement with Urban Engineers in 

the amount of $1,000.00 to provide a new preliminary review that will allow a new proposal to be submitted 

to the New York State Department of Transportation. 

  

 Funding is available in code HO633.2006.0633.0453.000.  Please note that all new work is Federal 

eligible at the 80% and State matching Marchiselli funds at 15% reimbursable with funds remaining in our 

original agreement with the State of New York. 

 

Therefore, it is the recommendation of the undersigned that Change Order #2 in the amount of 

$1,000.00 be approved.  

 

 Will the council vote to so approve? 

 



Agenda Item #4 

 

RE:  Carnegie Building, 1022 Main Street, Elevator Repairs 

 The Carnegie Building elevator sump pump is in need of replacement.  A quote in the 

amount of $880.00 has been obtained from DCB elevator to replace and install the sump pump.  

There are other necessary elevator repair items that need to be made; however, we are waiting 

until the Carnegie roof is replaced to address those issues. 

 Funds are available in casino revenue interest to cover the sump pump/installation 

expense.  If this item is not addressed, further elevator damage and expense will most likely 

occur. 

 Will the Council vote to approve the allocation of $880.00 in casino revenue interest to 

allow DCB Elevator to furnish and install a sump pump in the Carnegie elevator? 

Funding is Available in Line:  A.1620.2330.0419.006 

 



Agenda Item #5 

 

SUBJECT:  PIN 5045.24 – LEWISTON ROAD RECONSTRUCTION  

  CHANGE ORDER #7 AND FINAL - $708,821.00 

  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT, WENDEL-DUCHSCHERER, INC.   

   

 A contract for the above-referenced project was awarded to Wendel-Duchscherer, Inc. on October 1, 2001 

for design related tasks associated with the creation of the Lewiston Road Reconstruction Project for an initial design 

contract total of $1,395,000.00. This amount was later increased to accommodate the performance of construction 

inspection and contract administration tasks required throughout the construction phase of project; eventually 

reaching our current total of $3,996,715.45, on October 1, 2012. 

 

 Subsequent to the project’s work stoppage and issues with the City’s original contractor, it was determined 

that the City would pursue the option of rebidding the substantial remainder of the construction project. In doing so, 

several tasks not originally included in the project’s scope were required of, and performed by, the consultant to 

effectively adjust the construction documents, rebid the project and administer/inspect the remaining construction 

project to its eventual successful conclusion.  Also included in these additional services were litigation-related tasks 

performed on the City’s behalf as the legal proceedings against the original contractor continue onward.  The cost 

associated with these extra tasks is $708,821.00, bringing the final professional services agreement total for this 

project to $4,705,536.45. 

 

 It is important to note that a substantial portion ($470,000.00) of this change order request is 95% 

reimbursable by the New York State Department of Transportation via a pending supplemental agreement.  

Additionally, any remaining costs ($238,821.00) can and will be added as a damage claim against the original 

contractor as ongoing litigation continues.  Funding is available in code: H0421.2001.0421.0453.000 

 

 Will the Council vote to approve and authorize the Mayor to execute a change order in a form acceptable to 

the Corporation Counsel? 

 

 



Agenda Item #6 

 

SUBJECT: LETTER OF AWARD – NEW PARKING LOT AT GRIFFON PARK BOAT LAUNCH 
 

 The following is the result of bids received on March 24, 2014, for the above referenced project: 

 

   CONTRACTOR      BASE BID   

  Louis DelPrince & Sons, Inc.    $332,700.00  

  580 Cayuga Road 

  Cheektowaga NY14225 

 

  NFP & Sons, Inc.     $337,268.85 

  American Paving & Excavating, Inc.   $344,268.30 

  Yarussi Construction     $363,806.50 

  Hydrolawn of Buffalo, Inc.    $376,593.70 

  Scott Lawn Yard, Inc.     $380,013.00 

  NewCal Construction, Inc.    $406,186.34 

  Accadia Site Contracting, Inc.    $425,474.00 

   

   

 It is the recommendation of the undersigned that this contract be awarded to the low bidder, Louis DelPrince & 

Sons, Inc. in the amount of $332,700.00. Funding is available by a combination of code H1213.2012.1213.0449.599 and 

Greenway funding sources. 

 

 Will the Council vote to so approve and authorize the Mayor to execute a contract in a form acceptable to the 

Corporation Counsel? 

 



Agenda Item #7 

 

RE: Repairs to floor at Firehouse on 10
th
 Street 

 

Council Members: 

 

 The Fire Chief advises that it is necessary to perform certain repairs on the damaged floor at the 10
th
 

Street Fire hall.  It is estimated that the cost to perform these repairs is $9,500.00 which includes saw cutting 

and removal, installation of a new drain, stone as required, form work and reinforcement, expansion joint 

material and new concrete.  The entire floor will be cleaned and sealed.  Funding is included in the NFFD’s 

Capital Budget.  Casino revenues is the source of funding. 

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 

 



Agenda Item #8 

 

 

 RE: Niagara Falls Police Department (“NFPD”) Safe Neighborhood Active Patrols   

 (S.N.A.P) 

 

Council Members: 

 

 The Superintendent of Police is requesting that the sum of $135,450.00 be made available to 

implement the S.N.A.P program.  Attached hereto is a copy of a description of the initiative, including goals, 

objectives, locations, hours and dates.  There is also a budget summary. 

 

 Funding is available from casino revenues. 

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2014 - Safe Neighborhood Active Patrols (S.N.A.P) 

Goals: 

1. Reduce the fear of crime in targeted city neighborhoods and local business 

districts through higher visibility police presence.  

 

2. Implement “Safe Shopping” days and provide child safety seat inspections 

and or distribution as resources and need determine.  

 

3. Address “Quality of Life” crimes/issues like drugs, prostitution, and youth 
violent crime by utilizing plain clothes unmarked patrols when needed. 

 

4. Make officers available for Community Policing assignments like 

Community Sponsored events, Concerts and Festivals as determined by the 

Superintendent of Police. 

Objectives: 
 

1. Continue “Walking” Police Officers 
 

2. Utilize walking and bicycle patrols in designated neighborhoods and local 
business districts to increase police visibility and police presence. 
 

3. Assign officers to designated “Safe Shopping” locations utilizing the Police 
Command Center, bicycle patrol and Child Safety Seat inspectors. 
 

4. Assign plain clothes detectives / officers to address quality of life issues. 
 

5. Assign officers to community events as needed. 
 

Locations: 

To be determined through statistical analysis and crime mapping, 

community/citizen complaints, and NFPD Field Intelligence.  Districts covered in 



past initiatives included Pine Avenue, Main Street, Niagara Street, Hyde Park 

Blvd., Niagara Falls Blvd. and the Downtown Casino area to include Third Street 

and Falls Street. 

Hours:   

Will vary depending on crime statistics and gathered intelligence. 

Dates:    Target Starting Date: April 15, 2014 

  Target End Date: December31, 2014 

SNAP BUDGET 

# Personnel Total Costs Grant Funds Requested 

1 Police Officer OT 
{1600 hrs x $45 per hr OT 
rate} 

$72,000 $72,000 

Justification:  Will cover the cost of NFPD Police Officers overtime to implement 
the S.N.A.P. initiative to include all walking, bicycle and plain clothes patrols 
during the designated time period.  The Number of officers will vary depending on 
type of assignments and need. Objectives 1 and 4 
2 Detective / Plain Clothes 

OT {320 hrs x $45 per hr 
OT rate} 

$14,400 $14,400 

Justification:  Will cover the costs of NFPD Detective OT to address neighborhood 
“Quality of Life” crimes. Objective 3 

3 Safe Shopping Events  
{302 hrs x $45 per hr OT 
rate} 

$13,590 $13,590 

Justification: Will cover the costs associated with scheduled “Safe Shopping” 
events and accompanying Child Safety Seat inspections and distribution. 
Objective 2 

Funds Requested:    $100,000 

Plus FICA and Penision Cost $  35,450 

Total Funds Requested:  $135,450  



Agenda Item #9 

 

RE: Equipment for Niagara Falls Police Department (“NFPD”)  

  Traffic Enforcement/Commutations 

 

Council Members: 

 

 The Police Superintendent is requesting that the sum of $105,300.00 be made available to the 

department to purchase certain equipment to enhance the ability of the Traffic Enforcement/Commutations 

Division to perform its function.  Attached hereto is a copy of a narrative from the Police Superintendent 

together with an itemized list of the types of equipment he is requesting on behalf of the department.  The 

items specified on this list were included in the 2014 Capital list.  The funding for this is casino revenues. 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Agenda Item #10 

 

RE: Niagara Falls Fire Department (“NFFD”) Equipment for Fire Administration   

 Building 

 

Council Members: 

  

 The Fire Chief is requesting that the sum of $19,581.00 be made available for the purchase of smart 

boards for the renovated office at the Fire Administration building.  He advises that these smart boards will 

be an effective tool for planning and training.  These smart boards are available through State contract and 

quotations are attached hereto.  Funding is available from casino revenues.  These items were included on the 

NFFD 2014 Capital Budget equipment list.  The applicable Capital Code Fund number is 

H0818.2008.0818.0250.000 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



Agenda Item #11 

RE: Agreement for Third Party Administrator for Workers’ Compensation Claims 

 

Council Members: 

 

 Since 2005 the City’s Workers’ Compensation claims have been handled by the Public Employees 

Risk Management Association (“PERMA”).  This includes both claims existing prior to 2005 and the claims 

that have arisen since joining PERMA in 2005.   

 

 The pre-2005 claims have been handled through PERMA’s affiliated entity Northeast Association 

Management, Inc. (“NEAMI”) as the Third Party Administrator for the claims. 

 

 Some recent changes by the Workers’ Compensation Board require that the City enter into a separate 

agreement with NEAMI to provide this service. 

 

 As the claims will be handled on the same basis going forward, it is recommended that the Council 

authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement with NEAMI in a form acceptable to the Corporation Counsel 

for handling the pre-2005 claims. 

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 



Agenda Item #12 

 

RE: Amendment to Service Agreement with Verizon for enhanced 911 equipment 

 

Council Members: 

 

 The City entered into an agreement with Verizon for the above referenced equipment in 2009.   

 

 The City’s Police Department and Verizon are in the process of reviewing a plan to upgrade and 

replace this equipment.  While this process is ongoing, it is recommended that the service period for the 

current agreement be extended until November 17, 2014.  This would require a payment in the amount of 

$8,072.64 which is included in the current Police Department budget. 

 

 Will the Council so approve and authorize the Mayor to execute an amendment in a form acceptable 

to the Corporation Counsel? 

 



Agenda Item #13 

 

 

 RE: Materials for Street Reconstruction/Openings 

 

Council Members: 

 

 The Director of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) is requesting the sum of $185,000.00 for 

the purchase of materials to be used for Street Reconstruction/Openings.  The materials to be purchased are 

cold patch for pothole repair and asphalt for the zipper machine. 

Funding is available from casino revenues and will be transferred to DPW Streets account code 

A.5110.0200.0419.013. 

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 



Agenda Item #14 

 

RE: Clean Neighborhood Team 

 

Council Members: 

 

 The Director of the Department of Public Works is requesting that the sum of $75,355.00 be made 

available from casino revenues for the purpose of hiring temporary workers for the Clean Neighborhood 

Team.  The purpose of this will be to provide the necessary manpower to work in areas of the City not 

targeted by Community Development efforts.  The sum of $75,355.00 is inclusive of FICA.  

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 



Agenda Item #15 

 

 

 RE: Funding for Road Reconstruction 

 

Council Members: 

  

 The Director of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) is requesting the sum of $1,833,000.00 be 

made available for the 2014 in-house paving program.  Funding is available as follows:  $500,000.00 from 

discretionary casino revenues and $1,333,000.00 from the non-discretionary casino revenues specifically 

designated for infrastructure and road improvement projects pursuant to Section 99h(4)(a)(iii) of the State 

Finance Law.   These sums are to be transferred to Capital account code H0812.2008.0812.0449.599. 

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 

 



Agenda Item #16 

 

 

 RE: Temporary Crew money for 2014 Road Construction Season 

 

Council Members: 

 

 The Director of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) is requesting the sum of $150,617.00 be 

made available to hire six (6) temporary workers for the 2014 Road Construction season.  These temporary 

workers will be utilized primarily for cold patch pothole repair and zipper machine work.  The amount 

requested includes fringe benefits.  It is anticipated that these temporary workers will be utilized for fifteen 

(15) weeks.  Funding is available from casino revenues and will be transferred to DPW Streets account code 

A.5110.0200.0130.000.  

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 

 



Agenda Item #17 

 

RE: Funding for Sidewalk Repair 

 

Council Members: 

 

 The Director of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”) is requesting that the sum of $400,000.00 

be made available for the repair and construction of sidewalks in various locations throughout the City.  This 

amount represents $218,950.00 to be paid to Ventry Concrete Contracting under the March 19, 2014 letter of 

Sidewalk Replacements Award and the balance ($181,050.00) for in-house repair and construction. These 

items were included in the DPW Capital Budget for 2014.  Funding is available from casino revenues and is 

to be transferred to account code H0621.2006.0621.0300.000. 

 

 Will the Council so approve? 

 

 

 



Agenda Item #18 

 

SUBJECT: Bid #2014-08  Clearing of Vacant Lots 

 

 We respectfully request you award the above referenced bid as follows: 

 

TO: Baker Tree Care 

 465 Church Street 

 Youngstown, NY   14174 

FOR: Furnishing of proper equipment and experienced manpower to clear, cut and/ 

 or mow all vegetation (weeds, brush, etc.) on privately and City-owned lots 

 in the City of Niagara Falls. 

 

  1. Man Hours (est. 3,200 hrs.) $ 10.50/hr. 

  2. Acres (est. 150 acres) 24.00/acre 

 

 The City Purchasing Division certifies that all bids were solicited in accordance with Section 103 

of the General Municipal Law. 

 

 Notice that bids were to be received was advertised in the Niagara Gazette and bids were sent 

to Nine (9) Companies.  The above referenced company submitted the lowest bid prices for each 

respective item.  Bids were also received from K.J. Smith Enterprises, Inc. ($10.50/man hour & 

$25.00/acre) Niagara Grass Cutting ($13.98/man hour & $30.00/acre) and Beau Enterprises, Inc. 

($38.00/man hour & $45.00/acre). 

 

Funds for this expenditure are available in the Community Beautification code:  A8510.0000.0449.080. 

 



[ 
 
 

Agenda Item #19 

 

SUBJECT: Bid #2014-10  Lease of Golf and Utility Carts 

 

 

 We respectfully request you award the above referenced bid as follows: 

 

TO: Nuttal Golf Cars, Inc. 

 5543 State Route 14 

 Sodus, NY   14551   

FOR: Five (5) year lease of golf and utility carts: 

 Lease price per year as detailed in attached spreadsheet: $  84,168.96 

 Grand total for life of lease: $720,844.80 

 

  The City Purchasing Division certifies that all bids were solicited in accordance with Section 103 of the 

General Municipal Law. 

 

 Notice that bids were to be received was advertised in the Niagara Gazette and bids were sent to eight (8) 

companies.  Three bids were received.  The above referenced company submitted the lowest bid. 

 

 Funds for this expenditure are available in the Golf Course codes A7250.0000.0440.003 and Hyde Park code 

A7110.3450.0442.003. 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 



[ 
 
 

 

  

BID #2014-10 

Est. 

Qnty 

  Nuttall Golf 

Cars, Inc. 

  Club Car, LLC Club Car, LLC   E-Z Go 

  LEASE OF GOLF CARTS 
more 

or 

less 

  

Lease Payments 

  Purchase Price Lease Payments    Lease Payments 

  

 basis 

  Unit 

Price/Mth. 

  

 

Unit price/Mth.   Unit Price/Mth. 

    

  

  

  

          

1 2014 Model Gas Golf Cart 

100 

   $                              

56.91  

  

 $4,615.57 per 

car 

($461,556.98 

total)   $   75.43    

 $                   

89.95  

2 
2014 Model Gas Utility Cart (minimum 1,200 lb 

load capacity) 

8 

   $                           

121.69  

  

 

-----   

 $                

146.75  

3 
2014 Model Gas Utility Cart (minimum 800 lb 

load capacity) 

1 

   $                           

106.78  

  

 

-----   

 $                

131.00  

4 

2014 Model Gas Utility Cart (Minimum 800 lb. 

load capacity) With Soft Enclosures around the 

Cabs. 

2 

   $                           

121.39  

  

 

-----   

 $                

138.20  

  

 

 

  

 

  

  

    

  EVALUATION 

 

  

 

  

  

    

  Total Lease Monthly Payments for item #1 

 

   $                        

5,691.00  

  

 

$   7,543.00    

 $             

8,995.00  

  Total Lease Monthly Payments for item #2 

 

   $                           

973.52  

  

  

  

 $             

1,174.00  

  Total Lease Monthly Payments for item #3 

 

   $                           

106.78  

  

  

  

 $                

131.00  

  Total Lease Monthly Payments for item #4 

 

   $                           

242.78  

        

 $                

276.40  

  Grand Total  Lease Payments Per Month 

 

   $                        

7,014.08  

     $  7,543.00    

 $          

10,576.40  

  Grand Total Lease Payments Per Year 

 

   $                     

84,168.96  

     $  90,516.00    

 $        

126,916.80  

  Grand Total for Life of Lease 

  

   $                   

420,844.80  

     $ 452,580.00    

 $        

634,584.00  

    

  

  

  

          

  Notations for Bid submited by Club Car, LLC: 

  

  

  

          

1 In its bid request, the City asked for a price for leasing of golf carts.  Club Car, LLC submitted a bid for the purchase of carts and a proposal for 

lease payments. 

2 The City asked for a price for leasing of Golf Carts.  Club Car, LLC submitted a bid price based on purchsing the Golf Carts.  If the City were to 

consider this it would have to rebid this 

  
because the solicitation was for a lease not 

  

  

  

          



[ 
 
 

purchase. 

3 Club Car submitted a "special considerations" page for additional vehicles but did not 

list prices. 

          

4 Club Car, LLC included an "Exceptions Page" with their bid that stated "This bid is contingent of the City's executing documents in form and substance 

acceptable to Agricredit" 

         The City's Bid is contingent upon the successful bidder executing documents with the City based on the City's terms and 

conditions. 

    

5 The City stated in its bid "at its discretion, prior to April 1 of each year, require the lessor to provide new electric carts in lieu of gasoline carts.  

The Bid Price shall remain the same. 

         Club Car, LLC striked that sentence in their "Exceptions Page" therefore they will not honor that request as outlined in 

bid specifications. 

    

 

 



Agenda Item #20 

 

SUBJECT: Lease Agreement for Copiers 

 

  

 The City currently leases Forty One (41) copiers through a Niagara County contract.  The County 

recently awarded a bid for a new lease to replace the existing copiers with new equipment.  The City will 

pay $.01515/copy.  This price includes the lease, maintenance and supplies (excluding paper). 

 

 Based on the success of the current contract we recommend the Council authorize the City to 

enter into a new lease agreement with Duplicating Consultants through the Niagara County Bid.    

  

 Funds for this expenditure are available in each Departments budget under undesignated leases 

code:  .0440.599 

 

 Will the Council authorize the Mayor to execute a new lease agreement with Duplicating 

Consultants for a period of five (5) years in a form acceptable to the Corporation Counsel? 

 

 

 



Agenda Item #21 

 

RE: Allocation of Greenway Funding for Griffon Park Project 

 

Council Members: 

 

 In 2011 the City previously applied for and received $200,000.00 Greenway Funding approved by 

the Host Community Standing Committee for the Griffon Park project. 

 

 The City had applied for an Environmental Protection Fund Grant which was ultimately not 

approved.  There remains $150,000.00 from the original Greenway funds and the City has applied for and 

received conditional approval of an additional $200,000.00 of Greenway Funding from the Host Community 

Standing Committee subject to the City Council approving the request.  The current budget for the project is 

$550,000.00 which includes the contract for the parking lot reconstruction which appears elsewhere on your 

agenda today. 

  

 Will the Council approve the request for an additional $200,000.00 of Greenway Funding from the 

Host Community Standing Committee? 

 

 

 



Agenda Item #22 

 

RE: Retention of Desman Associates for Consulting Services in connection with Implementation of 

Downtown Parking Plan 

 

Council Members: 

 

 During its meeting on March 3, 2014 the City Council previously voted not to approve the retention 

of Desman Associates to implement a downtown parking improvement plan previously recommended by 

Desman.  The amount for those consultant services was proposed to be $95,200.00.  Since that time, City 

representatives have reviewed with Desman its previous proposal and have made amendments to the scope of 

work and made certain tasks optional, in the discretion of the Mayor and City Council.  The changes in the 

scope of work have resulted in a professional services proposal of $55,000.00 plus expenses estimated to be 

$10,100.00 for a total of $65,100.00.  Attached hereto is the amended proposal.  Funding is available from 

casino revenues.   

 

 There is a separate optional component for two (2) additional tasks in the proposed amount of 

$23,000.00 with expenses to be estimated to be $7,100.00 for a total of $30,100.00.  These are optional tasks 

which may be able to be accomplished internally without the assistance of Desman Associates.  In the event 

that it is deemed that the assistance of Desman is necessary to implement those additional optional tasks, an 

additional request will be made to the City Council to approve that expenditure.  

  

 Will the Council authorize the retention of Desman Associates to assist with the implementation of 

the downtown parking improvement plan in the total amount of $65,100.00, inclusive of expenses, as 

proposed and authorize the Mayor to execute an agreement satisfactory to Corporation Counsel?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



Agenda Item #23 

 

RE: Appointments to Library Board  

 

Council Members: 

 

The Charter of the Niagara Falls Public Library was amended in 2012 by action of the Board of Regents, and 

the City Charter was also amended in 2012 by City Council adoption of Local Law No. 1, to provide for "not 

less than five (5) nor more than nine (9) members" on the Board, and notice of this action was filed with the 

New York State Department of State on January 3, 2013. 

Accordingly, the following three individuals are hereby put forward for confirmation by the City Council, 

bringing the total membership up to nine:  

I hereby appoint the following to the Niagara Falls Library Board:   

 

  Appointment:             Term Expires: 

  Ms.Tina Gregory  12/31/2018 

  1524 Whitney Avenue 

  Niagara Falls, NY  14301 

 

  Mr. James Lemke  12/31/2018 

  820 College Avenue 

  Niagara Falls, NY  14305 

 

  Ms. Danielle M. Zona  12/31/2018 

  4609 Meadowbrook Road 

  Niagara Falls, NY 14305 

 

  Will the Council so approve?  



Agenda Item #24 

 

RE: Request for Approval to Settle and Pay Claim of Richard G. Yeates, Jr. 

            3731 Upper Mountain Road, Sanborn, NY 14132 

 

Council Members: 

Date Claim Filed:  January 30, 2014 

Date Action Commenced: N/A 

Date of Occurrence:  January 25, 2014 

Location:  Walnut Avenue at 36th Street, Niagara Falls, NY 

Nature of Claim:  Automobile damage sustained in an accident with 

City vehicle 

City Driver:  John A. Rosino II 

Status of Action:  Claim stage. 

Recommendation/Reason: Best interests of City to pay claim. 

Amount to be Paid:  $3,998.43 

Make Check Payable to: Richard G. Yeates, Jr. 

   Conditions:  General Release to City, approved by Corporation 

Counsel. 

 

It is the recommendation of this Department that the above claim be paid under the terms set 

forth above.  Will the Council so approve? 

 

 



Agenda Item #25 

 

RE: Request for Approval to Settle and Pay Claim of Shannon E. Billings 

2548 Jerauld Avenue, Niagara Falls, NY  14305 

Council Members: 

Date Claim Filed:  January 17, 2014 

Date Action Commenced: N/A 

Date of Occurrence:  December 22, 2013 

Location:  2548 Jerauld Avenue, Niagara Falls, NY 

Nature of Claim:  Damage to vehicle from fallen limb. 

Status of Action:  Claim stage. 

Recommendation/Reason: Best interests of City to pay claim. 

Amount to be Paid:  $500.00 

Make Check Payable to: Shannon E. Billings 

Conditions:  General Release to City, approved by 

Corporation Counsel. 

 

 It is the recommendation of this Department that the above claim be paid under the terms set 

forth above.  Will the Council so approve? 

 



Agenda Item #26 

 

RE: Request for Approval to Settle and Pay Claim of Therese E. Lucchetti 

171 58th Street, Niagara Falls, NY 14304 

Council Members: 

Date Claim Filed:  February 3, 2014 

Date Action Commenced: N/A 

Date of Occurrence:  January 18, 2014 

Location:  171 58th Street, Niagara Falls, NY 

Nature of Claim:  Automobile damage sustained in an accident 

with City vehicle. 

City Driver:  John A. Rosino II 

Status of Action:  Claim stage. 

Recommendation/Reason: Best interests of City to pay claim. 

Amount to be Paid:  $276.16 

Make Check Payable to: Therese E. Lucchetti 

Conditions:  General Release to City, approved by 

Corporation Counsel. 

 

It is the recommendation of this Department that the above claim be paid under the terms set 

forth above.  Will the Council so approve? 

 



Agenda Item #27 

 

 

RELATIVE TO SUPPORTING THE INITIATIVE FOR NEW YORK STATE TO GIFT 

       THE NIKOLA TESLA STATUE TO THE CITY OF NIAGARA FALLS 

BY: 

Council Member Glenn Choolokian 

 WHEREAS, Nikola Tesla is credited with developing and patenting the  alternating current system 

process which resulted in the creation of generators for the long distance transmission of power by electricity 

; and 

 WHEREAS, Nikola Tesla and George Westinghouse built the first hydro-electric power plant in 

1895 in Niagara Falls, New York; and 

 WHEREAS, this power plant and others like it are credited with starting “the electrification of the 

world;” and 

 WHEREAS, there is located in the Niagara Falls State Park at Goat Island a statue celebrating the 

life of Nikola Tesla; and 

 WHEREAS, an initiative is developing by individuals in the City of Niagara Falls which is 

encouraging New York State to gift the Tesla statue to the City of Niagara Falls for the purpose of locating 

the statue in a place in the City (yet to be determined) that is suitable and recognizes the tremendous scientific 

contribution to the world made by Nikola Tesla. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this City Council does support the initiative for 

New York State to gift the Nikola Tesla statue to the City of Niagara Falls for the purpose of locating the 

statue in a place in the City (yet to be determined) that is suitable for such a statue.  



Agenda Item #28 

 

RELATIVE TO  

 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF CITY BUILDINGS AS POLLING PLACES  

FOR ANNUAL SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION 

 

BY:    

 

Council Chairman Charles Walker 

Council Member Robert Anderson, Jr.  

Council Member Glenn Choolokian 

Council Member Kristen Grandinetti 

Council Member Andrew Touma 

 

WHEREAS, the annual Niagara Falls City School District election will be held on Tuesday, 

May 20, 2014, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Niagara Falls City School District requests the use of several city buildings 

as polling places for this election,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Niagara Falls City Council hereby approves 

the request outlined in the attached letter from the Niagara Falls City School District.   

 

 

 



 



Agenda Item #29 

RELATIVE TO  

EXPRESSING OPPOSITION TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A  

CHARTER SCHOOL IN THE CITY OF NIAGARA FALLS 

BY:    

Council Chairman Charles Walker 

Council Member Andrew P. Touma 

Council Member Kristen M. Grandinetti 

 WHEREAS a charter school currently operates within Niagara County, and diverts $3-4 

million annually from the Niagara Falls City School district, and 

 

WHEREAS the establishment of a charter school within the city of Niagara Falls will 

potentially divert another $4-5 million from our city schools, and   

 

WHEREAS this additional charter school may result in public school closings, job losses, 

an exodus of Niagara Falls residents, an increase in school taxes and/or a decline in property 

values,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Niagara Falls City Council does hereby 

respectfully request that the Board of Regents and the State of New York reject the 

establishment of an additional charter school in Niagara County, and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution shall be sent to the 

Commissioner of Education of the State of New York, the Chancellor of the New York State 

Board of Regents, and members of the Niagara Falls State Assembly, State Senate, U.S. House 

of Representatives, and U.S. Senate delegations.  

 



 

 

Monday, March 31, 2014 Council Meeting  

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Niagara Youth Bureau – Hyde Park playground improvement proposal 

City Planner, Tom DeSantis – Status update of upgrades to Griffon Park 

Niagara Falls Little League Presidents – Update on city fields 

______________________________________________________ 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE: 
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